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JOHN MUIR'S AUNT MARY 
''· ;,::' .'..::•~-----------------------
'··' , BY ROBERTA M. McDow 
ost people acquainted with the life of John Muir are 
probably aware that his father Daniel and Daniel's 
sister Mary were orphans. In 1885, John wrote in 
obituary for his father: 
His mother was English, his father Scotch and he 
was born in Manchester, England in the year 1804. 
When he was only six months old his mother died and 
he lost his father also a few months later when an elder 
sister became a mother to him and brought him up on 
a farm that belonged to a relative in Lanarkshire, 
Scotland . .. 
While yet more boy than man he suddenly left home 
to seek his fortune with only a few shillings in his pocket, 
but with a head full of romantic schemes for the benefit 
of his sister and all the world besides. 1 
change she did suggest concerned Daniel's age at the time of 
his mother's death." ... he was nine months old you have it 
six,"5 she corrected. 
Another interesting exchange occurred between the 
biographer and Sarah in May 1923 . A careful researcher, 
Bade consulted her about a scrap of paper he had found in 
the family documents on which the surname of Daniel and 
Mary's mother had been written "Hague," not "Higgs."6 
"The maiden name of our father's mother was Sarah Higgs," 
she replied. "In my school girl days I wrote the name Hague 
because I liked it better, but that is not the name."7 
At the time of this exchange, Sarah was eighty-seven 
years old. Bade was able to obtain information from a family 
member who was even older. She was "an aged daughter of 
Mary Muir, Grace Blakeley Brown."8 Bade does not say 
how he obtained this data, but it is from her that he learned 
the Scottish fann to which Daniel and Mary were taken was 
"situated at Crawford john, about thirty-five miles southeast 
of Glasgow. "9 
A better picture of the Muirs' ancestry was emerging. 
Bade concluded that the naturalist's name "appears to have 
[been] taken from his paternal grandfather, a Scotchman by 
the name of John Muir." But beyond that "it may be doubted 
whether a search of Scotch parish records . .. would reveal 
more than another bare name." 10 The elder John Muir, a 
soldier, married Sarah Higgs , an English woman. Two chil-
dren were. born to them, the younger in 1804. Sarah died 
when the younger was nine months old, Bade wrote, here 
deviating from the obituary and accepting Sarah Galloway's 
correction. Three months later, the elder John died and the 
children went to a fann that belonged to a relative in Lan-
arkshire, Scotland. 11 Bade mentioned an allegation that the 
farm was owned by a relative of Sarah's, but he did not 
agree or disagree with this assertion. 12 
Although the naturalist was the subject of the biogra-
( co llti!lued 011 page 5) 
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John Muir's art collection set for 
Saint Mary's College exhibit 
by Steve Pauly 
Beginning August 17, Saint Mary's College in Moraga, 
will exhibit many of the twenty-two paintings John Muir 
displayed in the Martinez Ranch House. His collection 
included twenty William Keith paintings and two Thomas 
Hill paintings. All but four are mountain landscapes. The 
collection began with Muir's mother-in-law and father-in-
law, Louisiana and John Strentzel, who received a Keith 
painting from Mrs . Jeanne Carr. Over the years, Muir 
added paintings of his favorite mountain scenes. Images of 
Tuolumne Meadows, Mt. Shasta, Yosemite Falls, Vema! 
Falls, Mt. Rainier and Muir Glacier (Alaska) graced the 
walls of the mansion along with portraits of Dr. and Mrs.· 
Strentzel, a charcoal sketch of Muir's younger daughter 
Wanda and a sketch of Santa Barbara Mission. The exhibit 
runs through February 23, 2003. 
John Muir and William Keith first met in Yosemite 
Valley in 1872. An instant and life-long friendship was 
bom between the two who both were bam in Scotland in 
1838. Muir guided Keith to Sierra, Cascade, and Alaska 
mountains and urged Keith to make true-to-life paintings of 
the landscape. 
The Muir collection was first seen by Keith biographer 
BrotherFidelis Come1ius, F.S.C., during a 1908 visit to 
Muir's Martinez home. At the time, Cornelius was a 
novitiate at the Christian Brother's Martinez Seminary and 
was interested in art. The twenty Keith paintings in the 
home convinced Brother Comelius of Keith's genius, and 
he made Keith the subject of much of his life's work while 
director of Saint Mary's Art Department. The extensive 
Keith collections at Saint Mary's Hearst Gallery and at the 
Oakland Museum are the direct result of Comelius' per-
suasion and tenacity. 
After his death, the art collection was divided among 
Muir's descendants and now is in the hands of his family 
and several private collectors. 
******** 
In the Winter 2001/2002 issue (Vol. 12, No. 1), The John 
Muir Newsletter ran a piece on "John Muir's Telephone 
Number" by Harold Wood. According to Charlene Perry of 
the Martinez Historical Society, it was not Muir but Dr. 
John Strentzel who installed the telephone in what became 
the John Muir National Historic Site. In was installed, in 
fact, . much earlier than the listing in the 1897 State Tele-
phone Directory- it was operating in 1884! The Contra 
Costa Telephone Company in that year reported it owned 
54 miles of telephone lines and 34 instruments, after three 
years of operation. "One mile of that line served the rail-
road, while one and a half miles gave Dr. John Strentzel 
contact with the downtown from his new home, now the 
John Muir National Historic Site." (Source: "A Look Back 
100 Years" by Charlene Perry, Martinez Historical Society, 
Martinez News-Gazette, December 28, 1983). 
* * * * * * * * 
Mountain Days, the John Muir Musical, has just completed 
a very successful month-long run at the John Muir Amphi-
theater in Martinez, CA. Preceding the performances, a 
series of talks was held, many of which were given by old 
friends who have written for the John Muir Center's publi-
cation program. They included Ross Hannah (grandson of 
John Muir), Ron Good (of Restore Hetch Hetchy), Harold 
W. Wood (of the Sierra Club), and Muir scholars Barbara 
Mossberg, Michael Branch, Steve Pauly, and Chris High-
land. All readers should plan to attend the play and the 
programs beforehand next summer. 
* * * * * * * * 
There will be a November treat for Muir fans in Northem 
Califomia! On November 2 at Dominican University in 
San Rafael, at 7 p.m. an exciting benefit has been planned 
for the Restore Hetch Hetchy project. Lee Stetson, the well-
known actor who depicts John Muir throughout the country 
will give a performance, as will Alisdair Fraser, a fiddler 
specializing in Scottish and Gaelic music. His statics and 
songs will introduce the audience to themes of Scottish 
culture, so much a part of Muir's world. 
For information on tickets and directions, call (925) 
933-4489. 
******** 
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John Muir In The Central Valley: 
An Ecological Perspective 
by Howard R. Cooley 
John Muir, California's most famous naturalist, crossed the 
· Central Valley of California each time he traveled between 
the. Bay Area and the Sierra. In one of his earliest published 
artiCles, Rambles of a Botanist, (1872), 1 he describes how 
most travelers remember the valley as a "scorched and dust-
clouded waste." But Muir was always "eager to speak in its 
··• praise, all the more because its plant inhabitants are so fast 
· • disappearing beneath gang-plows and trampling hoofs of 
flocks and herds." This of course has come to pass. The sig-
nificance of Muir's insight has increased with time as the 
YaJley's remaining native plants and animals are threatened 
by.widespread urban development. 
,. ~ . Early explorers like Jedediah Smith, John Charles 
• , Fremont, John Bidwell, and William Brewer, recorded some 
··. scenery and plants, but John Muir is the only known early 
.·• . wnter to chronicle the full range of habitats in an undevel-
. , 'bped Central Valley. He later wrote that when California was 
. -·~· \~ild virgin wilderness "The Great Central Plain of Califor-
: · : !' 'nia, . . was one smooth, continuous bed of bloom ... marvel-
~.r;;,'t%.tiily rich ... from one end of it to the other, a distance of 
· :< ~ ~more than 400 miles."2 
·.- .:.t. ::~: .;.·:_:_ •. :/~·-· _\ · When Muir first arrived in California in the spring of 
• :,.,·,,,·'1868 he headed for Yosemite by way of Pacheco Pass in the '.;'€oas~ Range east of Gilroy. From the summit, the uncor-
1 :.·· •• iupted view of the Central Valley, he later said, was "like a l~ke of pure sunshine . .. one rich furred garden of yellow 
Cbmpositae."3 And to the east rose the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains, "clear and bright as a new outspread map."4 Many a 
.. •,:. Muir disciple in recent times has sought that shimmering 
... . ~: ~?view only to be confronted by a curtain of smog. 
· ~. After crossing Pacheco Pass and descending the eastern 
·:··foothills of the Coast Range, Muir passed the San Louis 
. ·• Gonzaga Ranch. This was part of the widespread ranchos of 
· ' · ( ' Francisco Pacheco, where San Louis Creek flowed east to 
> .. :') he.San Joaquin River.5 The old St. Louis Ranch was located 
. near the headwaters.6 Writer Edgar Kahn quotes Andrew 
· l:Iillsdale (circa 1850) as saying that there were no towns, 
villages, or settlements between San Jose and the St. Louis 
Ranch and no human life between there and the San Joaquin 
RiverJ Today much of the former Rancho is flooded under 
the San Louis Reservoir to add to southern California's 
water supply. Ganzaga Road leads to the dam. 
Continuing across the valley, Muir also described the 
level plain as an "ocean offlowers."8 In July, he wrote a 
letter to his friend Jeanne Carr of Madison, Wisconsin, 
·stating, "Florida is indeed a land of flowers, but. .. Here, 
here is Florida! 9 There is ample evidence to confirm the 
Central Valley's former floral diversity and abundance. 
Fremont (March 1844), after traversing the snowy Sierra 
Nevada Mountains, entered the Central Valley near the con-
fluence ofthe American River with the Sacramento. The 
landscape was a vast waving parkland of tall green grass, 
- huge valley oaks up to eight feet in diameter, and gushing 
streams. The grasslands were mixed with broad patches of 
yellow mustard, and miles of yellow and white poppies. The 
Coast Range was clear and blue on the western horizon. 
Fremont also recorded herds of deer, huge flocks of ducks 
and geese, quail, magpies, and meadow larks. A few weeks 
later Fremont and his troops headed south, evading Mexi-
can-California soldiers by staying on the east side of the 
Central Valley, crossing the Cosumnes, Mokelumne, Cala-
veras, Stanislaus, Tuolumne, Merced, San Joaquin, Kings, 
·and Kern rivers, all in flood from snowmelt in the SierTa, 
and as much as three hundred feet across. Wild berries and 
grapes were found growing along the banks, and dense 
groves of valley oak and interior live oak were seen among 
endless fields of poppies . Fremont wrote, "A showy Lupinus 
adorned the banks of the fiver ... The hills were purple and 
orange, with unbroken beds." 10 They also saw vast herds 6f 
deer, pronghorn, and tule elk, as well as wild horses and 
cattle from the Mexican Ranchos, more ducks and geese, 
bears, wolves and coyotes. In April they moved into the 
Tehachapi Mountains and over Oak Pass. 
Pioneer John Bidwell wrote in 1841 that "Never did I 
expect to see the earth so beautifully arrayed in flowers as it 
is here." Bi.1t even as early as the time of John Muir's arrival, 
plows and sheep had caused a noticeable effect on the 
natural spread of wildflowers. 11 
As Muir later reminisced about his 1868 trek across the 
Central Valley, he wrote down various aspects in several 
accounts. In his 1894 book, The Mountains of California, he 
also told of abundant wildlife including "small bands of 
antelopes . . . almost constantly in sight." 12 And in his per-
sonal narrative he recalled, "Plovers in great numbers and 
of several species ... with snipes and geese and swans." 13 
Today in California pronghorn antelope are restricted in 
their range to Modoc Plateau in the northeastern portion of 
the state's boundaries. Several wildlife and waterfowl areas 
are found between Pacheco Pass and the San Joaquin River, 
watered in part by overflow from San Luis Reservoir. The 
"various species" of bees Muir noted as a method for writing 
about the flowers are now endangered from pesticides and 
other ecological imbalances. 14 
After his first short visit to Yosemite in April-May 
1868, Muir returned to the Central Valley to find work. 
Hired by Pat Delaney to tend a flock of sheep, he was 
allowed a shanty for a home. Foremost on his mind was 
returning to the Sierra Mountains when he earned enough 
for supplies, but he knew he must also learn how to keep 
himself fed as there would be no outposts on which to rely. 
In a now well-known story from the sheep camp, Muir 
wrote in his journal in December, 1868: 
I filled the big cylindrical pot with dough and 
applied hot coals on the hearth, trusting the result 
might be bread, but. .. innocent of yeast. . . was 
found to be black and hard ... and perfectly solid. It 
became extremely hard in cooling .. .I began to 
hope that like Goodyear I had discovered a new 
article of manufacture ... I told my troubles to a 
neighboring shepherd, and he made me wise about 
sourdough ferment, and henceforth my bread was 
good. 15 
Once the Central Valley was a land of extensive 
prairies, composed mostly of perennial bunch grasses, now 
replaced by old-world annuals. The grasslands were dotted 
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, scrub, and vemal pools spread over the floor of the 
,ley in all directions. Spring wildflowers bloomed pro-
,~sely. The native grasslands and floodplains were a 
sanctuary for a great variety of wildlife. At Twenty Hill 
Hollow, between Snelling and La Grange, John Muir had a 
chance to study this environment in detail from November, 
1868, to May, 1869. Here, he again saw antelope and water-
fowl, as well as coyote, jackrabbit, ground squirrel, golden 
eagle, blue heron, house finch, and numerous reptiles and 
insects . He listed these in his joumal, and added, " . . . count-
less forms of life thronging about me." 16 In his joumal he 
also listed a vatiety of fems, wild parsleys and mustards, 
violets, geraniums, buttercups, primroses, buckwheat, 
borage, poppies, gilia, plantain, lilies, and several other 
flowers including "yellow starry Composita . .. the glorious 
sheet-gold ... like a sea."17 
When the rains came he reveled in discovering 
wetlands: 
January 1, 1869. Every groove and hollow, how-
ever shallow, has its stream- Jiving water is 
sounding everywhere. 
January 4. Dry Creek . .. overflows in the rainy 
season .. .In the course of a few hours after the 
close of a rain, it will retire within its banks, 
leaving many flat, smooth fresh sheets of sand. 
January 11. .. all the ground is covered by a film of 
water. .. . 
January 30. The whole face of the plains is 
brilliantly mirrored with pondlets ... 
February 10 . .. the plain in soak- one shallow 
lake. 18 
The Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers in their natural 
state, before dams and artificial levees, flooded annually, 
and massively about every five years. Sediments deposited 
during millennia of flood stages produced a natural levee 
about ten to twenty feet high and out to a mile from each 
bank. During winter and spring rains these rivers would 
overflow their banks, supplying rich silt and nutrients to 
adjacent floodplains up to 25 miles from either side of the 
banks of the rivers. Floodwater from several prominent 
floodplains could not drain back over the levees to the river 
and would remain throughout the summer, or all year. These 
freshwater wetlands, occupied by water-adapted plants, 
attracted huge flocks of migratory waterfowl. 
In an essay entitled Twenty Hill Hollow, Muir described 
observing a distant view of the "grand Sierra ... along the 
plain .. . the white row of summits pointing to the heavens."19 
Muir's observations of the floodplain ecology culminated in 
January, 1875, from the heights of the Sierra. After explor-
ing the geology and topography of the basin of the Feather 
River, Muir came to the edge of the main forest belt, where 
revealed before him was, as he notes in The Mountains of 
California: 
. .. a beautiful section of the Sacramento Valley 
some twenty or thirty miles away, brilliantly sun-
lighted and glistening with rain sheets as if paved 
with silver ... The blue Coast Range was seen 
stretching along the sky like a beveled wall, and 
the somber Marysville Buttes [Sutter Buttes] rose 
impressively out of the flooded plain like islands 
out of the sea.20 
In September, 1877, Muir was a guest at the ranch of 
Califomia pioneers General and Mrs. John Bidwell on the 
Upper Sacramento River near Chico. After he expressed his 
inclination to explore the river, the general had a worker 
build a raft in which Muir soon set off. 
Dense riparian forests of willow and cottonwood lined 
the river banks. Extending out along the margins of streams · 
and river bottoms grew great forests of cottonwood, willow, 
ash, sycamore, alder, and box elder, with a lush understory 
of elderberry, blackberry, wild rose, wild grape, and native 
grasses. Almost a century later, by 1960, 99 percent of this 
riparian forest had been destroyed, and replaced with piles 
of stone to channel flood waters and to curb erosion once 
checked by the trees' network of roots. Farther b.ack from 
the river's edge were widespread valley oak woodlands. 
Low shrubs and herbaceous plants flourished in the shade 
beneath the dense canopy. Most of these oak forests have 
also been cut away to allow fruit and nut orchards. 
On his rafting trip down the Sacramento, Muir ob-
served, "Great numbers of birds." His joumallists herons, 
geese, ducks, shorebirds," . . . pelicans in large flocks . .. ," 
osprey, bald eagle, beaver; and, "Salmon in great numbers." 
Plants listed include buttonbush (Cephalanthus), wild grape 
(Vztus californica), and "a huge old arching sycamore."21 
Muir took a side trip to the Sutter Buttes : six miles to the 
base, 1,950 feet to the summit, down again to the base, and 
six miles back to the river- in seven hours! 
After a brief visit to the Kings and Kaweah basins, 
where he quickly climbed a 5000 foot canyon wall, Muir 
built another skiff and rowed down the lower Merced to the 
San Joaquin and, 
" ... thence down the San Joaquin, flowing freely in that 
pre-dam era, past Stockton and through the tule region into 
the bay near Martinez." He then climbed Mount Diablo.U 
And though he does not explicitly say so, we can assume he 
enjoyed another wonderful vista of the Central Valley, "with 
the bright Sacramento pouring through the midst of it from 
the north, the San Joaquin from the south, and their many 
tributaries sweeping in at tight angles from the mountains, 
dividing the plain into sections fringed with trees."23 Later, 
of course, he would live in Martinez with his wife and 
daughters, and often gaze upon Mount Diablo's "mass of 
purple in the moming,"24 or its winter dusting of snow. 
In 1888, Muir began editing Picturesque California, 
compiling a series of essays by several contributing authors. 
It included a prophetic article on the Delta by San Francisco 
journalist, Charles Howard Shinn. 
The Delta, where the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
Rivers converge in a lacework of channels, is a vast contin-
uation of the once extensive Central Valley tule marshes . 
With an area of 625 square miles, the Delta originally had 
native riparian habitat along its waterways with its marshes 
populated by millions of migratory waterfowl. 
In his essay, Shinn predicted that, "All that now appeals 
most to the visitor will have disappeared . . . and no Califor-
nian of the present time would recognize it. "15 The trans for-
( c o n t i n tt e d o n p a g e 1 0 ) 
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phy, Bade also recorded data about John ~s aunt Mary. When 
she became a mother to her orphaned brother, she was not a 
grown woman. She was about eleven years older than 
Daniel. 13 Since the siblings went to Scotland about nine to 
twelve months after Daniel's birth, Mary would have been 
about twelve years old when she assumed the role of mother 
to Daniel. 
"In the course of time," Bade continued," ... Mary 
1~arried a shepherd-farmer ... by the name of Hamilton 
· Blakley, whereupon her new home became also that of 
Daniel Muir." 14 Daniel's departure from that home was 
·. recounted by Bade in the words of John Muir's obituary for 
his :father, a portion quoted above. The obituary continued: 
.·. 
Going to Glasgow and drifting about the great city, 
friendless and unknown, he was induced to enter the 
·. : British Army, but remained in it only a few years when 
·· . · · he purchased his discharge before he had been 
engaged in any active service. 
On leaving the Army he married and began busi-
ness as a merchant in Dunbar, Scotland. Here he 
. . .. _ remained and prospered for twenty years, establishing 
.... ·.:. ·• an excellent reputation for fair dealing and enterprise. 
-- · -· ' ··:- Here too his eight children were born excepting the 
· , .·:~<; youngest who was born in Wisconsin. 15 
·. - :, ·-·-:;,··.::·.~) 
·. · c 0: :.-- Neither Daniel's age nor the year of his departure is 
· gi~en in the obituary or Bade's work, but Linnie Marsh 
· Wolfe, a later biographer, states that the year was 1825 .16 
: Although no clear source is given for this date, it is a 
.• -' . reasonable assumption. According to the obituary, Daniel 
• ·.: served in the anny for "only a few years" and he was in 
·' business in Dunbar for twenty. Since he left Dunbar in 
, ::1849, his career in business must have begun about 1829. 
. _:_-_·:·. ;~:~~~Or to that thne, he served in the am1y, rising to the 
·· .. ·-• position of recruiting sergeant, married, fathered a child, 
)n~lost both wife and child in "premature death." 17 Thus, 
· · : ·Daniel, born in 1804, was probably about twenty-one when 
· lie:Ieft home- "suddenly," John Muir wrote, 18 "running 
. ~way," Wolfe stated.19 
·,_ " When Linnie Marsh Wolfe began her biography of John 
Miiir, she had already edited a compilation of his unpub-
Hshed writings titled John of the Mountains. In the acknowl-
. edgments, she pays tribute to Mrs. William Frederic Bade 
·. ''for the gracious spirit with which she turned over the mass 
··. OfMuiriana gathered and organized by her husband."20 The 
. year she received that material, 193 7, is given in the preface 
. orthe biography, Son of the Wilderness, along with the fact 
that she began work on it two years laterY In 1939, World 
War II began in Europe. Wolfe's hope to do research in 
Scotland could not be fulfilled and she wrote her biography 
from the resources available in America. 
. Like Bade, Wolfe had the cooperation of John Muir's 
family. In the preface, she relates that John's daughters 
Wanda and Helen were "ever willing to share their memo-
ries with me and to discuss frankly all phases of their 
father 's life and character."22 But by this time, another 
generation lay between the biographer and the subject's 
origins. Bade wondered about the possibility that the Muirs 
were descended from Scotch HighlandersY Wolfe assumed 
that if Clan Gordon included Muirs, John and his paternal 
family "belonged to the Gordon clan.""4 Wolfe added no 
details about Mary Muir except to give her a specific birth 
year, 1793 .25 Like Bade, she also used infonnatlon obtained 
from Mary's daughter. But it was not Grace Blakeley Brown 
whom she cited, but "MS. reminiscences of Clare Blakley 
Brown, niece of Daniel Muir."26 
There was no Clare among the children of Mary and 
Hamilton. Bade had obtained his infonnation from Grace, 
not Clare. Obviously, Wolfe had inadvertently given Grace 
the wrong nameY But among the family's christening 
documents and the list of Hamilton's children on his death 
registration, there was also no Grace. 
From the comment "it may be doubted whether a 
search of Scotch parish records .. . would reveal more than 
another bare name,"28 it can be concluded that Bade did not 
have this source of information examined. Wolfe, of course, 
was unable to conduct research in Scotland. Today, these 
documents are available to the public in many cities in the 
United States through the Family History Centers of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Extractions 
from the documents are also available in the LOS-sponsored 
International Genealogical Index, but of greater value to the 
researcher are the microfilms of the actual Scottish Church 
records. It is from these filmed documents, and Scottish 
census records that are also available through the Centers, 
that over forty years of Mary (Muir) Blakley's life can be 
reconstructed. 
Besides the Scottish Church, other denominations were 
present in Scotland during the nineteenth century. Also, 
marriage laws at that time allowed for civil ceremonies 
whose records were not preserved as carefully as those of 
the official church. Thus, not all marriage, birth, baptismal, 
and death documents are in the parish records and, fre-
quently, some records are never found. Since it was not 
uncommon for a couple to be married in a civil ceremony 
and later have their marriage solemnized by the Scottish 
Church, the researcher may find a record of the banns being 
proclaimed for a couple, but no record of their marriage in 
the church. The proclamation of the banns appears to have 
been all that was necessary for the church to recognize the 
validity of a man·iage. 29 
The researcher may also become confused by the repe-
tition of the same first names through several generations of 
the same family. The repetition is the result of adherence to 
the old Scottish naming pattern. Though a cause for confu-
sion, the pattern is a valuable aid in determining family 
groups. In its simplest form, the oldest son is named after 
his father's father, the next son is named after his mother's 
father, and the third son is named after his father. Similarly, 
the oldest daughter is named after her mother's mother, the 
next daughter is named after her father's mother, and the 
third daughter is named after her mother. 30 
Since Scottish families were not limited to six children, 
there were often not enough names of parents and grandpar-
ents to go around. Additional children were given the names 
of their parents' brothers and sisters and, on occasion, the 
names of friends. Variations of the pattern occurred, such as 
the first son being named after his mother's father instead of 
his father's father. 
Those who research the extended family of Mary and 
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)milton have an added complication. Hamilton's surname, 
,pelled here up to this point as "Blakley," is not the spelling 
found in the Scottish Church documents. In fact, members 
of the family discussed here spelled their surname five 
different ways, not including Grace's surname spelled 
Blakeley in Bade's biography. Note that Grace did not drop 
her surname. Scottish women kept their maiden names. 
After marriage, a Scottish woman could legally use her 
maiden name or her husband's surname.31 
A difference in spelling may sometimes be a family 
group's attempt to distinguish it from another, nearby family 
group with similar first names as well as an identical sur-
name. Another reason may be the inability of some church-
men to spell accurately the names of their parishioners. A 
third reason is the pronunciation of the surname. It is gener-
ally pronounced with a long "a." For much of his life, 
Hamilton spelled his name Blackley. To retain the long "a," 
some of his descendants dropped the "c" and switched the 
positions of the "1" and the "e." In some instances, the same 
person in the course of a lifetime used two or more varia-
tions in the spelling of the surname. 
A search ofthe Crawfordjohn parish records does not 
lead to the identity of the relatives to whom the children, 
Mary and Daniel Muir, were taken. Persons with the sur-
name Muir were found, but none this writer saw with the 
surname Higgs. The conclusion cannot be drawn, however, 
that the children went to a relative named Muir. The sur-
names of the elder John Muir's mother and of Sarah Higgs' 
mother are not known. A person with one of these unknown 
surnames could have provided a home for the children until 
Mary married Hamilton. 
"Hamilton Blackley & Mary Muir both in this Parish 
began to be proclaimed for Marriage 11 April 1813," the 
entry reads in the Crawfordjohn Parish Parochial Register, 
1693-1854.32 It is in the filmed entries of this register that, 
unless otherwise noted, the following information about 
Mary and Hamilton's family has been found. 
Hamilton's family had lived in the parish at least since 
1774. On 6 January of that year, Hamilton's oldest sibling, 
John, was baptized. His parents, Thomas Blacklay and 
Grizel McLounie, had nine known children: John, Walter, 
Mary, William, Daniel, Agnes, Hamilton, Stirling Hamilton, 
and Betty. The spelling of the children's surname was 
Blacklay except for Betty's christening on 23 June 1793. 
Then it was spelled Blackly. 
IfDaniel Muir left home in 1825, he was a member of 
Mary and Hamilton's. household for twelve years, from ages 
nine to twenty-one. The Parish of Crawfordjohn, in which 
they lived, included the village of Crawfordjohn and several 
smaller communities. Besides the village, they lived in 
several of them. Letters haws is the only one easily found on 
a map today. 
During those twelve years, Mary and Hamilton had 
seven or eight children, depending upon whether Daniel left 
before 11 October 1825 when Betty was born. Each child 
was baptized in the Scottish Church, most of the eight with-
in a week of their births, and only one unchristened for over 
ten days. 
Their first child was a girl they named Gtizel after 
Hamilton 's mother. The second, a daughter, they named Sara 
after Mary's mother. The third child, also a daughter, was 
not named Mary after her mother, but was christened Nancy. 
The family's relationship to the Nancy for whom the child 
was named is unknown. It is also unknown if the baby 
Nancy had a middle name that wasn't recorded, but by the 
time Hamilton passed away, Nancy was called Agnes. Agnes 
was the name of one of Hamilton's sisters and probably the 
name of one of their ancestors as well. 
Nancy was born in July 1817. In November of that 
year, Grizel died at the age of four years . In 1817, Daniel 
was nearly fourteen years old, the age at which Wolfe 
records he experienced a religious conversion.33 Perhaps the 
death of Grizel had nothing to do with Daniel's spiritual 
journey, but he must have been deeply moved by the loss of 
the child he would have thought of as his little sister. 
In April 1819, a fourth child, another girl, was born to 
Mary and Hamilton. Once again, they named a daughter 
Grizel for Hamilton's mother and probably for their first 
Grizel as well. Within five months, she also died. 
Finally, in September 1820, Mary and Hamilton had 
their first son. They named him Thomas after Hamilton's 
father. Little Thomas lived twelve days. 
Their next child, born. in October 1821, was also a son. 
They named him John. Although Hamilton's oldest brother 
was christened John, the naming pattern the parents were 
following called for the second son to be named after the 
mother's father. 
In April of the following year, old Thomas Blackley 
died in Crawford john at the age of seventy-seven. Although 
no specific evidence proves that he was the father of 
Hamilton, it is unlikely that there were two Thomas 
Blackleys in the same small community old enough to be 
Hamilton's father. 
Another girl was born to the couple in September 1823. 
She was named Margaret. Like Nancy, Margaret was named 
for a person whose relationship with Mary and Hamilton is 
not known. 
Betty, the next child, was named after Hamilton's sister, 
who in tum was probably named after an ancestor. Mary and 
Hamilton's Betty was born in 1825, the year Mary's brother, 
Daniel Muir, is believed to have left home. Assuming he left 
after Betty was born, there were now five little children in 
Mary and Hamilton's household, four girls and one boy. The 
oldest was Sara, age ten. 
In October, 1827, a third son was born. Strict adherence 
to the naming pattern would have given him the name 
Hamilton. But just as the third daughter was not named after 
her mother, the third son was not named after his father. 
Instead, the couple named him Daniel Muir after Mary's 
brother. About two years are thought to have elapsed 
between the time Daniel Muir left home and Mary and 
Hamilton's naming a son after him. Clearly, the elder 
Daniel's sudden departure had not broken the family ties . 
A seventh daughter was born in December, 1829. So 
far, none of the daughters had been named Mary. This child 
would not be named after her mother either. One more time, 
Mary and Hamilton honored his mother by naming the baby 
Grizel. 
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Finally, the eighth daughter was christened Mary. She 
was born in March, 1832. 
Unlike those of the other children, the christening 
document for Mary records a middle name, Kennedy. 
Who was this Kennedy for whom the child Mary was 
also named? No one with that surname seems to have been 
closely related to either parent. But in 1829, Daniel Muir 
had manied his first wife, her name alleged to be Helen 
Kennedy. 34 Mary (Muir) Blackley had no sister, but after her 
· · · . bmther married, she had a sister-in-law. If Helen was the 
Kennedy for whom the baby was also named, it is added 
.evidence of continued good will between the couple in 
Lanarkshire and the couple in Dunbar. Helen (Kennedy) 
< ;Jv1uir died in 1832,35 the same year little Mary was born, but 
· , · because the child was baptized on 11 April of that year, 
,, _. _,}H~len probably died after Mary had been christened. 
-~: ', Mary and Hamilton's twelfth child, a son, was born in 
:< . ,' ?>August 1834. Mary was now over forty, so this was pro b-
. ·:·::'/i, ·ably the last opportUnity to name a boy after Hamilton. The 
• .: .. \co~ple chose instead to name him Thomas after Hamilton 's 
, .. ; \ · t'at~er. He was their last child. In late September, Mary's 
· ~} bto:ther Daniel and his wife Anne had their first offspring, a 
· ·_::·;,:;:_~ghi they named after Anne 's mother Margaret. 36 
: . <::;: In the 1840s, many changes occuned in the Blackley 
·;<::y~<;na~ily. The first year of the decade, Mary Kennedy died. 
:. .. _.· ·s.he was eight years old. The census of 1841, the first in 
: . ,:{~f/2Scotland to list by name the individual members in each 
. :<: :\:' 'h6~sehold,37 shows Mary and Hamilton residing in the 
! < 'Ui:~:~ll!hge of Crawford john. Only two of their eight living 
:k · '• · :-;:children were in their household: Daniel, age thirteen, and 
,~. :._:/ ".;;;plC)mas, age six.38 
· ,., t '}''/ \ Three years later, the daughter christened Nancy but 
, .: :,::~called Agnes died at the age of twenty-seven. 39 It is . not 
'"-';~~;·;"knbwn if Agnes manied and had children. Betty, now 
, ::'~'-' called Elizabeth, married John Watson40 and Margaret 
:''i; ·; :t?marriedAlexander Ferguson. John, the oldest living son, 
·' . :, -and Catherine Brown had a son, also named John.41 The 
.,. .. c-~:.;;\:·6yentful decade ended with the emigration of Mary's 
_,:-~~ -·'brother and his family to America. 
·c ; •7':t~;:1:: Unless Mary and Hamilton were missed, they were not 
-~ inLanark County when the census was taken in 1851. Both 
. >;John, without Catherine, and Elizabeth, with her family, 
. · ' ·· lived in Crawford. Margaret lived in Culter. Elizabeth and 
. ·. her husband John Watson were listed with three children: 
'.- . Ann, age ten; James, age four; and Agnes, age eleven 
. months .42 Margaret and her husband Alexander Ferguson 
' ' were also listed with three children: James, age seven; 
'Aiexander, age four; and Mary, age one.43 The latter was 
• ·. - ' most probably named after Margaret's mother. 
· .. About 1852, Mary and Hamilton returned to the village 
· ofCrawfordjohn where he worked as a carter.44 Two years 
· . later, a grandson named Hamilton was born to Grizel and 
John Marchbanks. 45 And in 1854, Daniel Muir Blackley 
married Elizabeth Blackwood.46 
In February 1855, the youngest son, Thomas, married 
Agnes Baird at CrawfordY The next month, Hamilton 
became ill. Eight days later, March 19, he died at age sixty-
six of "disease of the prostrate."48 He was bmied in the 
churchyard in the village of Crawfordjohn. All of his and 
Mary's children were listed on his death registration. Only 
data about Sara are unknown. She was not listed as de-
ceased when Hamilton died in 1855, but where she lived, if 
she maiTied, and if she had children have not been learned. 
Mary's thoughts are not recorded, but human experi-
ence provides the insight to imagine what may have gone 
through her mind. Hamilton had gone too soon. He'd been 
sixty-six, but old Thomas had been eleven years older when 
he 'd died. Now Hamilton was resting in the churchyard 
where they had laid so many of their bairns. Those of her 
children who had survived were grown. Elizabeth and John 
Watson were talking about going to America, as was Grizel. 
Her little Hamilton was already a year old. And there was 
John. She knew her oldest son wondered what she would do 
now that she was alone. 
She knew too that he wanted his son to live where he 
could own his own land and work for himself. The boy 
would be seven in July. Going to America would be an 
adventure for"him. She remembered her own long journey 
froin Manchester to Crawfordjohn when she had been 
hardly more than twelve. That was fifty years earlier. She 
was an old woman now, too old to move from one country 
to another. 
She wished Elizabeth, Grizel and John were as content 
to stay. Thomas, the youngest child, was a married man now 
with no thought of emigration. Daniel, the son she had 
named after her brother, and his wife were living in Angus 
County. In nearby Cutter, Margaret, her husband, and their 
children seemed to be happy. 
What should she do? Stay in Crawfordjohn? Move to 
Crawford, Culter or Angus County? What could she do to 
help them? The ones who really needed her help wanted to 
leave Scotland. Would they go if she didn't leave with 
them? She made up her mind- and wondered what she 
should take to America. 
Just as the details of Mary and Daniel's journey to 
Scotland are unknown, so are the data concerning Mary's 
departure. She is believed to have left Scotland in 185 5 
because John's son, born in July 1848, was seven when he, 
his father, and his grandmother came to America.49 Did she 
know before she left that in May of that year, her son 
Daniel's wife gave birth to a boy they named Hamilton?50 
Did Elizabeth and Grizel with their families sail on the same 
ship as their mother and brother? Was their landfall in the 
United States or in Canada? Did they decide to locate in 
Wisconsin because Daniel and his family were there? Or 
was it because other Scots had settled in the Poynette area? 
If the meeting of Mary and her brother Daniel was 
recorded, it would have been in letters to Daniel, Margaret, 
and Thomas - the children who stayed in Scotland. 
Perhaps for the first time, Mary saw some of her brother's 
eight children. Certainly she had not seen Joanne before. 
Familial names were among them: Margaret, David, and 
Ann, all from the Gilrye side of the family. From the Muir 
side, there were Sarah, John, Daniel - and Mary. 
( 1 o b e c o 11 1 i 11 u e d 
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Two Mini Reviews ... (continuedfi·ompage 9) 
well illustrated, in this case with Muir's drawings as well as 
with photographs and maps. This is also a significant con-
tribution to the field as Branch sheds light on Muir's extra-
ordinary accomplishments near the end of his life. The 
seven chapters trace his last major journey which saw him 
travel from California to the east coast of the United States . 
From there he shipped south to explore sections of the Amazon 
and some of the adjacent countries. He then sailed to South 
Africa, traveling through some southern portions of the 
continent and then to East Africa. This undaunted traveler, 
then in his eighth decade, returned to the United States in 
December, 1912, exactly two years before his death. This 
equally beautifully produced book of over 200 pages con-
cludes with seven appendices that Muir fans will find very 
useful, endnotes, a bibliography and an index. 
The fortuitous publication in the same year of these 
fine works testify to the vitality of the field ofMuiriana. 
Works on Muir- once confined to biography and a few 
scientific disciplines- now appear annually in almost all the 
disciplines of the arts and sciences attesting to his broad and 
unending influence. 
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BooK REVIEWS 
t_ ,· 
Yellowstone: The Creation and Selling of an 
American Landscape, 1870-1903 
by Chris Mogoc, 
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999 
Preserving Yellowstone's Natural Conditions: 
. Science and the Perception of Nature 
by James A. Pritchard, 
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999 
' }~ruce A. Richardson, University ofWyoming, Casper 
. Yfith Yellowstone, the federal government had gone into 
. . ·i -"show business" and ruined the place, said Senator Joseph 
Ingalls in 1883. Much of the scholarly literature about 
.. . - ~ yellowstone has agreed with Ingalls and taken on a moral 
· .. ·= Jone familiar to readers of John Muir. In A Wilderness Be-
\ \c.· ~lf!ged, Richard Bartlett echoed many others in arguing that 
·· - ·:,-~·:·_.2qimnercial desires led to the ruin of a wonderful wilderness 
·•· ;' e!jyironment. In fact, the problem was right there in the in-
' ·,.: ,·;:;,~ugurallegislation which stated that Yellowstone should be 
=yreserved and protected and also serve as a pleasuring 
,,_·-;C: .'' ground. Richard West Sellars has pointed out that this has 
··-}<'c;.:.,}!ecf to some bad science. Landscape architects focused on 
. '·/f';;~;_J:e~reation and public access, not science, and have domi-
·: ::.~~ nat,ed the National Park Service. 
~;,: ':!Jf:C:ti:1 Two recent additions to the literature about Yellowstone 
:'•;:)rethink this theme and widen the common conceptions of 
~- ~ '.): na!ional parks. Chris Magoc 's witty and lively account of the 
: ·;:.:·; "show business" history of Wonderland (as Yellowstone was 
:: :;:~!;c_ca!Jed) finds fun as well as desecration there. Everywhere in 
•· .:" · · Xellowstone you see "the paradoxical human profane 
. ; riat:Ure" (xii). Magoc covers some familiar ground in his 
· :_,:_, surirey of this impulse, but also looks at much that is new. 
_', ¥any will enjoy and be instructed by his analysis of Yellow-
: ,: sto?~ advertising and architecture and close readings of early 
... < ymtmgs about the park. Especially interesting is "The 
· . ,=,).:J:I~table Parts" which shows how guidebooks and other texts 
' '' ~ treat the park as a collection of objects to be cooked and 
··~misumed. At the end of the tour, Magoc takes off his inter-
pre,tative hat and writes as a passionate moralist who wants 
to "reimagine and revere nature as sacred" (p. 170) 
in~tead of treating it as a commodity. 
. . · ·::· John Muir, though he appears only a few times in the 
b_ook, is certainly one ofMagoc's heroes for his biocentrism 
and recognition of the sacred in nature. A bit more attention 
· tci•Muir's writings about Yellowstone would have compli-
cated this picture. Muir, who was sick during his 1888 tour, 
disliked the geysers and the Grand Canyon of the Yellow-
stone, and seemed annoyed by a landscape shaped more by 
·. volcanism than glaciers. He also praised the army for fire 
. suppression and the tour guides for opening up this land of 
wonder and beauty. In the end, though, Muir's published 
essay leaves out his irritations and makes an important 
contribution to the Nation Park idea by stressing parks as 
places for spiritual renewal as well as for scientific study. 
· James Pritchard picks up on Muir's interest in science 
in his study of the history of science and scientific manage-
ment in Yellowstone. This important and surprising book 
revises the conventional view that Yellowstone has been 
victimized by bad science and policies that favor tourists 
over natural processes . Yes, mistakes were made, Pritchard 
argues, but basically, Yellowstone is a place where they got 
1t nght. U~mg the best science available and overcoming 
strong poht1cal pressures, park managers made decisions that 
have steadily improved Yellowstone as a natural preserve. 
"Natural management" of buffalo and elk replaced vigorous 
culling and led to invigorated herds. This view, of course, is 
open to criticism from biocentric and cultural criticism but 
Pritchard can respond that Yellowstone will continue t~ be 
managed, and the best science should be available. 
. Oddly, John Muir is not mentioned by Pritchard, though 
h1s own focus on the scientific value ofYellowstone and 
desire to enhance natural processes hover as Muir-like 
assumptions beneath this careful and important study. 
Two Mini Reviews 
Kindred and Related Spirits: The Letters of John Muir and 
Jeanne Can: Edited by Bonnie Johanna Gisel. Salt Lake 
City, Utah: University of Utah Press, 2001; John Muir :S Last 
Jo~trney: South to the Amazon and East to Africa. Edited by 
Michael P. Branch. Washington, D.C.: Island Press, 2001. 
Subscribers to this newsletter will find the above titles to be 
familiar to them. Both of these works were mentioned in 
earlier issues, Gisel's work was reviewed in the Winter 2000/ 
01 issue, and Branch's was excerpted in the Fall 2001 and 
Winter 2001/02 issues. Accordingly, it is not possible to 
devote space to a full review of each, and yet it is certainly 
Important to call readers' attention to these fine additions to 
the Muir literature now that they are readily available . 
Bonnie Gisel 's volume of edited letters of some of the 
Muir-Carr correspondence stems from her 1998 dissertation 
on Jeanne Carr, Muir's longtime mentor. This is a lovingly-
prepared and beautifully-produced volume portraying their 
forty-year friendship that took them from their youth in 
Wisconsin during Muir's brief period as an undergraduate 
while Carr - thirteen years his senior - was a faculty wife, 
through their California years and Carr's death in 1903, 
which preceded Muir's by eleven years. The book is amply 
illustrated by Carr's botanical drawings and with historical 
photographs, and includes a foreword by Ron Limbaugh, the 
longtime Director of the John Muir Center of the University 
of the Pacific. 
Some of Muir's letters to Carr were published, heavily 
emended, as Letters to a Friend, in 1915, the year after his 
death, but Carr's letters to Muir had never been published 
until now. Thus, this volume provides readers with perhaps 
the fullest view of the friendship between Muir and Carr that 
will ever emerge. This nearly 400 page work includes the 
text of selected letters written between 1865 and 1903 
divided into eight chapters; also endnotes, a glossary of 
relevant botanical tenus, three bibliographies, a chronology 
of events, a list of the letters as well as a list of missing 
letters, and an index. 
Michael Branch's volume on Muir's last travels is also 
(continued on pa ge 8) 
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mation of the Delta to cropland had begun as early as 1850, 
and today, much of it is diked and drained, with a cone-
sponding loss of riparian vegetation and wildlife. When 
John Muir came to California in 1868 much of it was still 
virgin wilderness. In 1912 he wrote perhaps, surprisingly, 
that "Cattle and cultivation were making few scars as yet."26 
In recent years comprehensive programs to protect 
habitats of endangered species and waterfowl, and to 
mitigate economic impacts on wildlife have been adopted 
by Central Valley counties. However, mitigations means 
compromise resulting in development at the edges of wild-
life preserves; and the percentage ratios never favor open 
space over development. Even old agricultural land has 
been paved over with suburbs . A single break in a levee will 
send water over several square miles, with tens of thousands 
of people left homeless, and raw sewage flushing into the 
flood. 
Muir understood nature's harmony and left us a record 
of it. He once wrote, "By forces seemingly antagonistic and 
destructive Nature accomplishes her beneficent designs -
now a flood of fire, now a flood of ice, now a flood or 
water; and again in the fullness of time an outburst of 
organic life . .. "27 Historian Thomas J. Lyon states: "From 
the mundanely culture-bound, anthropocentric standpoint, 
storn1s and earthquakes and floods, among other manifesta-
tions, are "bad." Muir makes a special point, throughout his 
writings, of countering this nanow point of view. His 
constant emphasis is on the overall, long-term, beneficent 
harmony of nature, and he downgrades rather satirically, the 
sort of mechanistic Darwinism with its emphasis on 
stmggle. "28 
Someday perhaps we will restore Central Valley's 
natural systems. In researching these matters it became 
evident that private organizations like the Nature Conser-
vancy and the California Native Plant Society have done 
more to preserve open space in the Central Valley than any 
public agency except the California Department ofFish and 
Game. The value of these organizations is a result of the 
life and legacy of John Muir. The triumphs of his long fight 
for preservation of wildness range beyond the national parks 
and forests. Every effort to save open space is a result of 
Muir's work. 
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13. Jolm Muir, personal narrative, stenographed at Klamath 
Lake, Oregon in 1908 and published as fragments in Life 
and Letters of John Muir, edited by William Frederic Bade 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, V. I, 1923), p. 194. 
14. John Muir, The Mountains of California, pp. 338-350. 
15. Linnie Marsh Wolfe (editor), John of the Mountains, 
(Madison: University ofWisconsin Press, 1938), p. 5. 
16. John Muir, The Mountains of California, p. 343. 
17. Linnie Marsh Wolfe, p. 19. 
18. Ibid., pp. 8-22. 
19. John Muir, 1\.venty Hill Hollow, originally published in 
Overland Monthly, July 1878. A revised version was 
included by Bade as the last chapter of A Thousand Mile 
Walk to the Gu!f(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1916) in 
Diadem, p. 182. 
20. John Muir, The Mountains of California, pp. 260-269. 
Originally published as "A Flood-Storm in the Sierra," 
Overland Monthly, June 1875. 
21. Linnie Marsh Wolfe, pp. 236-244. 
22. John Muir, Life and Letters, Letter to John Bidwell, 
December 3, 1877, in V. 2, 1924, pp. 87-94. 
23. John Muir, The Mountains of California, p. 339. 
24. Linnie Marsh Wolfe, p. 337. 
25. C.H. Shinn, "The Tule Region," in Picturesque California, 
edited by John Muir (San Francisco: J. Dewing Co., 1888). 
Charles Howard Shinn (1852-1924) was one ofCalifomia's 
most prominent citizens, a colorful character with a varied 
career. The memory of his contributions to many fields of 
enterprise and study shall not be forgotten. See Shinn, C.H. 
at U.C. MELVYL CAL; and Guide to Periodical Literature 
(New York: H.W. Wilson Co.), Nineteenth Century- 1928. 
26. John Muir, The Yosemite, (New York: The Century Com-
pany, 1912), p. I. 
27. John Muir, Steep Trails (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1918), 
p. 36. 
28. Thomas J. Lyon, John Muir, (Boise: Boise State College; 
Western Writers Series, 1972), p. 22. 
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New Books John Muir Would Want to Read 
Conservation of Exploited Species, edited by John D. Reynolds 
and others (Cambridge University Press; 524 pages ; $120 hard-
cover, $44.95 paperback). Writings on the conservation of 
salmon and other species in danger from overharvesting. 
Value, Community: Callicott and Environmental Phil-
edited by Wayne Ouderkirk and Jim Hill (State Univer-
sityofNew York Press; 358 pages; $73.50 hardcover, $24.95 
·)~.\\ paperback). New and previously published writings on the con-
. - ~ .-: temporary American environmentalist philosopher J. Baird 
-: -, Callicott; topics include the land ethic, intrinsic value in nature, 
- : · an~ metaphysics and metaethics. 
'•(' :Tiiis Fine Piece of Water: An Envil·omnental History of Long 
• : 1slimd Sound, by Tom Andersen (Yale University Press; 256 
:. :,pages; $24.95). Describes how centuries of pollution pushed the 
·-· :·~::::.:;~ 9~nd to the brink of ecological disaster and discusses the 
:·•,: j §ffqrts of scientists and environmentalists to restore its health. 
3: . -. /.Ehidronmental Culture: The Ecological Crisis of Reason, by 
--· -::.3YatPlumwood (Routledge; 291 pages; $75 hardcover, $21.95 
\• ~t~i-: papbrback). Draws on democratic, ecofeminist, postcolonial, and 
- '.~~~'}pt\ier theories in a study of how society must change to become 
;,:;:r~~::rw~~91ogically rational. 
::y•L' -:;-;: Frigid Embrace: Politics, Economics, and Environment in 
i};~;~\(i{liska, by Stephen Haycox (Oregon State University Press; 192 
-;, .;::·"'pages; $21.95). Examines Alaska's dependence on the extraction 
7' -.:;•' •:\\'pf 'p,atural resources and how that resource-based economy has 
.... :(\i" ~ljiiped attitudes toward nature and the state's indigenous people . 
• 
~:~;::y;:g~~jft::;rb~1C~~;:; ~~~a:~-~~=:~~~~ ~~~;~;';;:;:~~is-
••-ii-:";;trlb,uted by Michigan State University Press; 309 pages; US 
"~~SWI:$25t. 95) . A study of weeds and weed control on the Canadian 
__ .,_,_;;<·,\prairies since arrival ofweeds with English seed in the 16'11 
,·~~r c~Jiiury. 
__ .. '\'XYtiz~ Intemperate Rainforest: Nature, Culture, and Power 011 
·:.~i;}{! Chiiada's West Coast, by Bmce Braun (University of Minnesota 
:;,Press; 352 pages; $68.95 hardcover, $24.95 paperback) . Ex-
. . ':' f:Iil6res the cultural meaning accorded the region's forests by a 
':fi!?Yi rarige of groups, including explorers, foresters, environmental-
.· '"-' ,: -ists, artists, scientists, adventure travelers, and indigenous 
pe-oples; topics include 1993 protests over logging in British 
. CQ. lumbia's Calyoquot Sound. 
· . . ·:;.:·· 
: _- The Moral Austerity of Environmental Decision Making: Sus-
-td{nability, Democracy, and Normative Argument in Policy and 
;::iaw, edited by John Martin Gillroy and Joe Bowersox (Duke 
· :_tJniversity Press; 382 pages; $69.95 hardcover, $22.95 paper-
. back). Writings that criticize the dominance of market principles 
~the formation of environmental policy and offer an alternative. 
'Commmzity on Land: Community, Ecology, and the Public 
Interest, by Janel M. Curry and Steven McGuire (Rowman & 
Littlefield: 257 pages; $75 hardcover, $27.95 paperback). Ex-
plores the concept of the "commons" in American and European 
-social thought; links American laws governing land andre-
sources to Enlightenment notions that land is wasted if not used 
for agriculture or colonization. 
Just Ecological Integrity: the Ethics of Maintaining Planetmy 
Life, edited by Pete Miller and Laura Westra (Rowman & Little-
field; 326 pages; $75 hardcover, $24.95 paperback) . Essays on 
the concepts of environmental justice put forward in the Earth 
Charter Initiative, a project that began in 1994. 
Be a Member of 
The John Muir Center 
for Environmental 
Studies 
Costs are a problem everywhere, especially in academia 
today. We can only continue publishing and distributing this 
modest newsletter through support from our readers . By 
becoming a member of the John Muir Center, you will be 
assured of receiving the Newsletter for a full year. You will 
also be kept on our mailing list to receive information on the 
annual California History Institute and other events and 
opportunities sponsored by the John Muir Center. 
Please join us by completing the following form and 
returning it, along with a $15 check made payable to The 
John Muir Center for Regional Studies , University of the 
Pacific, 3601 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA 95211. 
; ~s, I want to join the John Muir Center and 
i 1 ;ontinue to receive the John Muir Newsletter. ~ Enclosed is $15 for a one-year membership. Use this 
~ form to renew your current membership. Outside U.S.A. 
~ add $4.00 for postage. 
Institution/Affiliation .... .. .... .. ............... ....... ... .. ... . ...... . 
Mailing address & zip .. ......... ..... ................... ...... .. .... .. 
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